Public Transport Information Coordination Group                    Notes of a meeting on 15 December 2009
1 Introduction

1.1 The meeting was held at the Ramada Hotel, Bristol on 15 December 2009 at 11:00am.

1.2 Attendees:

· Chris Gibbard (DfT);
· David Houston (First);

· John Prince (Traveline Yorkshire);
· Julie Williams (Traveline);

· Mark Cartwright (Centaur Consulting Ltd.);
· Martyn Lewis (Stagecoach);
· Martin Siczkowski (ACIS);

· Mike Baxter (Leicester CC);
· Mostafa Gulam (ATOC);

· Mike Ness (Independent);

· Michael Parsons (Thales);

· Nick Knowles (Kizoom);
· Paul Hart (Merseytravel);
· Paul Houghton (Transoniq);
· Peter Stoner (Traveline);

· Russell Gard (Connexionz);

· Roy Jeffries (Stagecoach);

· Roger Slevin (DfT);

· Richard Warwick (Arriva);
· Rob West (ADP Consulting);
· Tom Eames (Centaur Consulting Ltd.);
1.3 Apologies were given by:

· Stuart Woods (Durham CC)

· Tom Lake (Interglossa)

· David Batchelor (Kent CC)

· Ian Barratt (Lancashire CC)

· John Pryer (Omnibus)

· Hal Evans (TfL)

· Kieran Holmes (Transport Direct)

· Peter Cullen (Transport Scotland)

· Tim Rigley (Trapeze)

· Keith Sabin (Traveline)

· Peter Ratcliff (WYPTE)
1.4 This note does not provide a full set of minutes; it concentrates on recording the topics of debate and action points arising from the discussions.

1.5 We are grateful to Traveline South West for organising the venue for this meeting.

2 Welcome and initial discussions

2.1 MC welcomed the PTIC meeting and thanked Traveline South West for organising the meeting venue.
2.2 Introductions were made by meeting attendees.

3 PTIC Survey
3.1 Following the circulation of the PTIC survey to group members the following trends had been identified:
· PTIC was seen as a valuable body for public transport data standards;
· PTIC should focus on the strategic level and not go into significant technical detail;

· PTIC should align fairly closely with Europe but should not be driven by it;

· The three new functional areas of future needs that could be implemented quickest were standard formats for: points of interest; network definitions; and train timetables. Standard formats for local layouts and topography were identified as taking the longest to implement.
· When considering the future standards development plan, the positions supported strongest were: the need to work better with other UK standardisation activities; the ability to test and refine standards ideas within current development projects; the need to focus on short term PTIC issues first; the provision of guidance and tools for everything that is standardised.
3.2 ML raised concerns that the focus of PTIC meetings was often taken away from the strategic issues that required resolution and instead focused on technical presentations, which were not necessarily of benefit to all PTIC members. Suggestions of how this could be avoided included having two separate meetings or splitting PTIC meetings in two, with technical discussions in one half and strategic discussions in the other. For the next meeting, it was agreed that a technical workshop be held beforehand to avoid this issue. 
4 Summary of Government Position

Data Availability

4.1 CG brought to the attention of the group a policy document that had been published on “Smarter Government”, containing information on making more data publicly available (the relevant information contained within this paper can be found at the following link: http://www.hmg.gov.uk/frontlinefirst/action1/transparency.aspx). Linked to this were plans for a consultation to take place in late December 2009 on making Ordnance Survey data “freely available” online. TE agreed to monitor the progress of this. 
ACTION: TE to monitor progress of Ordnance Survey data availability

4.2 PS stated that it would be useful for PTIC to have a view on the topic of data availability, particularly with regard to the Ordnance Survey consultation, and that a dialogue on the various issues arising from these proposals needed to be there.

4.3 It was agreed that clarification was required on the terms “public” data availability (available to government vs. general public) and “free” (freely available vs. available for free). Following the Ordnance Survey consultation, the question of what data is being provided also needs to be answered.
4.4 RS and CG agreed to update the group with developments at a political level regarding increased data availability. 
ACTION: RS and CG to update the PTIC on data availability developments at a political level 
PTIC Issues Package
4.5 A first package of PTIC issues proposed by CG focussed on short term issues, particularly TransXChange schema changes. The target for finalising the details of this package was the end of March 2010. This initial package was aimed at “removing niggles” within TransXChange to ease frustration from Local Authorities and Operators 
4.6 IFOPT and NeTEx enhancements were due to be released in a later package.

4.7 MC stressed that as many issues as possible be included in proposed issue release packages to keep issue releases to a minimum.
4.8 A summary of future issue release packages were provided as follows:

· Upgrade package for “nuisance issues” – Estimated Delivery: March 2010

IFOPT enhancement package – Estimated Delivery: 1 year-18 months

NeTEx enhancement package – Estimated Delivery: 2-3 years
4.9 It was noted that a funding mechanism for the first package was more clearly defined than packages 2 and 3.

4.10 Reassurances were made that changes included within the first release package would be backwardly compatible with TransXChange 2.1.
4.11 Concerns were raised that the future NeTEx package in particular was not entirely relevant to the UK and that it would not necessarily be worthwhile adopting these changes if they would be already covered by TransXChange. MC recommended that longer term issues be focussed on at a later date, and that the immediate release package of issues should be focussed on.
4.12 NK summarised the issues contained within the first release package. It was agreed that once the issues for this first release package had been finalised, that a package summary would be circulated to the group.
ACTION: MC, NK, RS and CG to finalise first issue 

release package and circulate summary to the group

4.13 Although funds were available for the proposed first release package, these were not guaranteed. It was therefore suggested that large or resource-hungry changes that were not essential would be avoided in this first package so funding could tackle as many of PTIC issues as possible. Therefore it was intended that all schema changes and crucial publisher changes would be included, as publisher changes tended to be more resource-hungry. Publisher changes arising from the schema changes implemented were not included within this package.
5 PTIC Issues

5.1 TE provided a summary of the PTIC issues to be discussed, all of which required a PTIC verdict.
PTIC-018: Support concise cancellation

5.2 RS agreed to Champion this issue.

CHAMPION: RS to champion PTIC-018

PTIC VERDICT: Accepted for Further Action

PTIC-021: Printing of a list of TransXChange documents

5.3 It was agreed that this issue was not significant enough to be taken forward.

PTIC VERDICT: Rejected

PTIC-026: Add bug reporting option
5.4 It was agreed that this was a low priority issue and should be dropped.
PTIC VERDICT: Rejected

PTIC-044: Additional change management support
5.5 PHart agreed to champion this issue.
 CHAMPION: PHart to champion PTIC-044

5.6 NK highlighted two elements surrounding this issue: incremental deltas; and the provision of a tool that highlights changes.

5.7 RS stated that there was significant merit in providing delta support. CG also suggested that, as it was a minor schema change, it should be taken forward and not implementing the change could be regretted in the future.

PTIC VERDICT: Accepted for Further Action
PTIC-067: TXC Ampersand Constraint in service codes
5.8 RS agreed to champion this issue.

CHAMPION: RS to champion PTIC-067

PTIC VERDICT: Accepted for further action

PTIC-068: Bedford/Chester Boundary Changes
5.9 This issue has already been completed.
PTIC VERDICT: Closed

PTIC-069: Correct use of “New Stops required” question in TXC
5.10 Martyn Lewis agreed to champion this issue.

CHAMPION: Martyn Lewis to champion PTIC-069

5.11 This issue was identified as a definite technical “tidying” issue to be resolved.
PTIC VERDICT: Accepted for further action

PTIC-070: Duplicated Supporting Document locations in TXC
5.12 Martyn Lewis agreed to champion this issue.

CHAMPION: Martyn Lewis to champion PTIC-070

5.13 RS proposed that in order for this issue to be taken forward, it needed to be determined whether there the two documents specified within the issue proforma could be combined in one place.
5.14 NK and RS agreed to discuss how this issue should be taken forward.

PTIC VERDICT: Issue subject to revision

PTIC-071: National Term Codes Database
5.15 JW agreed to champion this issue.
CHAMPION: JW to champion PTIC-071

5.16 Issue to be renamed as “serviced organisations dates database”.

5.17 2 elements were highlighted as needing to be considered for this issue: Codes of serviced organisations and equivalent higher education establishments; the placing of appropriate term dates against these organisations.
5.18 It was agreed that the initial delivery of this issue would focus on educational establishments before focusing on other serviced organisations.

5.19 This issue was determined as important for increasing accuracy, although not essential for the development of a national public transport dataset (outlined in PTIC issue 072).

PTIC VERDICT: Accepted for Further Action
PTIC-072: National Public Transport Database

5.20 JW agreed to champion this issue.

CHAMPION: JW to champion PTIC-071

5.21 Issue to be renamed “National Public Transport Dataset”.
5.22 JW explained that there was a lot of demand for the creation of this national dataset. The initial scope was targeted at English regions only but could expand in the future. This dataset would not only include bus data but also coach and rail data.

5.23 It was clarified that PTIC backing for the creation of this dataset would be useful when presenting proposals to the Traveline board.

5.24 It was agreed that this issue had the technical backing from PTIC although NOT the commercial backing. 

PTIC VERDICT: Accepted for further action

PTIC-073: Phrasing of frequency text within TransXChange publisher
5.25 NK agreed to champion this issue alongside Nick Fitzpatrick of ATOS Global who raised the issue originally.

CHAMPION: NK and Nick Fitzpatrick to champion PTIC-073

5.26 RS stated that before this issue was taken forward, further discussions with VOSA were required. 

ACTION: RS to consult VOSA regarding PTIC-073
PTIC VERDICT: Issue Subject to Revision
6 National/International Activities (PTIC doc CC-PR201-D005)
6.1 With reference to PTIC CC-PR201-D005 providing information on PTIC-related activities at a National and International level, MC asked the group whether members knew of any other projects that could be added to this document.
6.2 NK suggested that the GIS standardisation project INSPIRE be added.

6.3 It was agreed that the document in question be managed by the PTIC secretariat with PTIC members being invited to add contributions to it where a relevant national/international project arose.
7 Closing Discussions/AOB
7.1 RS proposed that technical discussions could be carried out using the EBSR Yahoo group as a forum. It was agreed that RS would invite PTIC members to this group following the meeting.
ACTION: TE to provide RS with PTIC mailing list. 

ACTION: RS to invite PTIC members to EBSR Yahoo Group

7.2 A technical workshop was scheduled for late February 2010 to finalise the delivery of the first issue release package. The next full PTIC meeting was scheduled for April 2010
8 Action Points

8.1 The following action points were recorded during the meeting:
· TE to monitor progress of Ordnance Survey data availability;
· RS and CG to update the PTIC on data availability developments at a political level;

· MC, NK, RS and CG to finalise first issue release package and circulate summary to the group; 
· RS to consult VOSA regarding PTIC-073;
· TE to provide RS with PTIC mailing list; 

· RS to invite PTIC members to EBSR Yahoo Group.
9 Next Meeting
9.1 The next full meeting will take place on 13 April 2010 (final location to be decided).

9.2 Future meeting dates were scheduled for 13 July 2010 and 12 October 2010.

