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1 Introduction

1.1 This document has been created for the Public Transport Information Coordination (PTIC) Group, to provide an acronym summary for the benefit of Group members.
1.2 The acronyms are as follows:
API: Application Programming Interface, a set of functions, procedures, methods, classes or protocols that an operating system, library or service provides to support requests made by computer programs.
ATCO: Association of Transport Co-ordinating Officers, a membership organization concerned with strategic policy development and implementation, aimed at securing passenger transport services for a wide range of public authorities.
AVL: Automatic Vehicle Location, technology that enables the position of vehicles to be determined; typically uses GPS.

AVMS: Automatic Vehicle Management System, a system that uses AVL to determine the position of vehicles and communicates it to a control centre, where their movement can be processed and used in control decisions.
BCP: Bus/Coach/Tram Private Stop, a NaPTAN code for a private bus/coach/tram stop.
BCT: A Bus/Coach/Tram Stop, a NaPTAN code for a standard bus/coach/tram stop.
CEN: European Committee for Standardisation, an organisation that provides a platform for the development of European Standards and other consensus documents.
CPT: Confederation of Public Transport UK, describing itself as ‘recognised by Government as the voice of the bus, coach and light rail industries, and the focus for consultation on national and international legislation, local regulations, operational practices and engineering standards.’ (CPT, 2008)
DfT: The UK Government Department for Transport, responsible for determining overall transport strategy and to manage relationships with the agencies responsible for the delivery of that vision.
DNF: Digital National Framework, an industry standard for integrating and sharing business and geographic information from multiple sources.
ESBR: Electronic Bus Service Registration, enables bus operators to submit bus service registration applications to the Vehicle and Operator Services Agency (VOSA) online.
GIS: Geographical Information System, any information system that integrates, stores, edits, analyzes, shares, and displays geographic information.
GML: Geography Markup Language, the XML grammar defined by the Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) to express geographical features.

GPS: Global Positioning System, a GPS receiver calculates its position by carefully timing the signals sent by the GPS satellites high above the Earth.
HTML: Hypertext Markup Language, the language used for describing the layout of web pages. HTML scripts are exchanged over HTTP (qv) as are related protocols such as XML and GML.
IFOPT: Identification of Fixed Objects in Public Transport, a CEN Technical Standard in development. IFOPT defines a model and identification principles for the main fixed objects related to public access to Public Transport (e.g. stop points, stop areas, stations, connection links, entrances, etc.).  

IP: Internet Protocol, the network protocol used within the internet and most private systems networks. IP provides for addressing as well as the structure of the “packets” into which data is split prior to communication.

ISO: International Standards Organisation, the global body for general standards. In Europe (including the UK), CEN standards have primacy over ISO standards. Other global bodies manage standards in specific areas (eg ITU, IETF).

ITS: Intelligent Transport Systems, for example, any information or communications systems used in a transport context.

NaPTAN: The National Public Transport Access Node, a UK nationwide system for uniquely identifying all the points of access to public transport in the UK.
NPTG: National Public Transport Gazetteer, provides a topographic database of towns and settlements in the UK; providing a common frame of reference for the National Public Access Nodes (NaPTAN) schema and other UK Public Transport Information schemas.
OS: Ordnance Survey, a government department and Executive Agency, responsible for the official, definitive surveying and topographic mapping of Great Britain. 
PTIC: Public Transport Information Coordination Group, a group that merged three smaller groups previously run by the organisations of ATCO, Traveline and RTIG to provide a single focus for coordinating discussion regarding public transport information. 
RTIG: Real Time Information Group, a membership organisation established in 2000 to provide a focus for all those involved in UK bus information systems and technologies.
SIRI: Service Interface for Real Time Information, an XML protocol to allow distributed computers to exchange real-time information about public transport services and vehicles.
SGML: Standard Generalized Markup Language, is an ISO Standard metalanguage in which one can define markup languages for documents.
SOAP: Simple Object Access Protocol, an XML language used to make requests for service and receive the response.

SX:
 SIRI Situation Exchange, a new SIRI component which monitors incidents within SIRI.
TD: Transport Direct, a section of the UK Department for Transport, responsible for the Transport Direct Portal and other Passenger and Transport information initiatives and standards in the UK such as NaPTAN, NPTG, and TransXChange.
TfL: Transport for London, a local government body responsible for implementing transport strategies and to manage transport services across London.


TIH: Travel Information Highway, an open and independent association of traffic and travel information publishers, receivers and users who share an interest in the efficient, economical exchange of travel information
TPEG: Transport Protocol Experts Group, a group of experts led by the European Broadcasting Union coming from all areas of the Traffic and Travel Information businesses. The group developed the TPEG specifications for transmission of language independent multi-modal Traffic and Travel Information.
TSB: Technology Strategy Board, a business-focused organisation within UK Government dedicated to promoting technology-enabled innovation across the UK.
TXC: TransXChange, the UK nationwide standard for exchanging bus schedules and related data.
UTMC: Urban Traffic Management and Control, a programme launched in 1997 as the main UK Department for Transport (DfT) initiative for the development of a more open approach to Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) in urban areas.
VOSA:
Vehicle and Operator Services Agency, provides a range of licensing, testing and enforcement services with the aim of improving the roadworthiness standards of vehicles ensuring the compliance of operators and drivers, and supporting the independent Traffic Commissioners.
XML: Extensible Markup Language, a language for describing data in a simple ASCII Text document. XML, like HTML, is a specific implementation of SGML.
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