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Passenger Transport Information Coordination Group

Future of PTIC?
Context
PTIC emerged during 2008 (and formalised in 2009 – see attached TORs document) as a “community enterprise, created and operated collaboratively by ATCO, RTIG and Traveline, with the active participation of DfT Transport Direct” to “provide coordination on UK activities relating to the compilation and presentation of public transport information, whether to the public or for operational purposes”.
For most of its existence the focus has been largely concerned with the development of NaPTAN/ TransXChange:

· For current use, from v2.1 through to the now-stable v2.4

· Looking to the future, with the “prototype” v3.0a – aligning with the emerging European IFOPT/NeTEx work and now actively (if incompletely) embedded in TD’s Spectator Journey Planner for the 2012 Olympics
The main mechanism for this is the Issues Register maintained by RTIG on PTIC’s behalf.

In addition we have provided a valuable reflection group for other issues, including:

· The definition of “accessible services”

· The potential for nationally-coordinated resources, notably the national operator codes dataset now maintained within Traveline

· The potential for crowdsourcing detailed data acquisition, including through channels such as OpenStreetMap

The current fiscal position means that DfT is unlikely to have budget for substantial standards development in the short to medium term, and the appetite from industry for further NaPTAN/TXC updates is modest. Hence, although there remain a significant number of Issues in the Register, there isn’t currently a workplan for PTIC to oversee and guide.

Furthermore, Traveline now owns the issues of operator codes dataset and crowdsourcing. While it is doubtless helpful to have the opportunity to be updated, PTIC is not in the driving seat on this. And, indeed, Traveline itself is reviewing its institutional structure and remit.

Discussion question

The headline question is whether PTIC still has a role. If it does, the subsidiary question is how it should operate.
Prima facie the role described in the TORs remains valid, even though the current workplan is limited. If it remains in existence as a body, there are at least three possible answers to the question of how it operates.
· Reduce the frequency of physical meetings. We could even “go virtual” and operate on a correspondence basis, unless and until any issues arise that require us once again to convene a meeting.

· Roll up general PTIC considerations into other meetings, specifically those run by our component bodies (ATCO, RTIG, Traveline, or indeed DfT).

· Change the remit, so that we have a different (enhanced?) role with respect to other initiatives – for example, formalising PTIC’s role in Traveline’s work, as it was formalised with DfT’s standards development.

However it is worth also taking the more radical view that PTIC has served its core purpose vis-à-vis the NaPTAN/TXC developments that were high on the national agenda at its formation, and no longer needs to exist as a separate body.
We should discuss this at our upcoming meeting.

RTIG’s view

RTIG’s view is that while the function of PTIC should not be lost, there is little benefit to keeping its current format. The meetings involve time costs for everyone and we do not currently have enough decisions to make to justify them.

RTIG would be happy to absorb the historic role of PTIC as a standards coordination group, in which case we would keep it under management as a dormant Working Group. This would sustain the opportunity to circulate and discuss issues by correspondence, on an ad hoc basis. We would also be happy to provide space in our quarterly workshops for the discussion of new PTIC-type issues – indeed Traveline has already made use of this opportunity for both the operator codes work and the open mapping discussion.

It is worth noting that RTIG Working Groups can include non-members if there is a good case (for instance RNIB attend our disabled travellers WG), although almost all PTIC members are RTIG members anyway.
However we do not wish to stand in the way of work which really belongs elsewhere, or tread on others’ toes. If there are PTIC-type tasks which legitimately fall within the remit of ATCO or Traveline, we are happy to leave them there, and participate as and when invited.
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